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Sources of Statistical Information 
 

Introduction 
Library Services contains a wide variety of official and non-official statistical information.  The 
aim of this guide is to provide an overview of the range of sources which are held. 
 
Official statistics 
Official statistics are those produced by national governments or international agencies. 
 
Statistics produced by international agencies contain both country-specific data and 
aggregated data for whole regions.  The data is generated primarily to aid the issuing body in 
its policy making.  Nevertheless, the data often covers a wide variety of economic, industrial 
and social indicators, and may therefore be used in many areas of academic study and 
research. 
 
Non-official statistics 
Non-official statistics are produced by organisations which are not in the above categories.  
These include trade associations, professional bodies, commercial publishers, charities, 
banks and building societies.  While some publications merely re-package official data, others 
will provide results of their own research.  Only the most important sources of non-official 
statistics have been included. 
 
 
Some sources of United Kingdom Statistics 
 
Many different government departments and agencies collect statistics and it may be difficult 
to decide which one has the data you want. In addition, many government websites are aimed 
primarily at the general public and may not feature statistics prominently on the site. A key 
resource for tracing the whole range of government statistics is the UK  
  National Statistics Publications Hub:  www.statistics.gov.uk/     
 
Statistics can be searched by the producer, by themes and by keyword. In addition to 
downloadable tables of statistics, there are also articles on particular topics and on statistical 
methodology. If the data is not available online there are bibliographic details about the 
relevant printed publications or where to obtain further information. 
 
Using the “Regional Statistics” tab enables you to locate a wide range of sub national 
statistical data. In the Neighbourhood Statistics section data can be searched by local 
authority, ward, health authority, education authority, regeneration area and other categories. 
 
Most statistics available via this method go back only a few years; so you may need to use 
printed sources for anything earlier. Several of these are listed in this guide.  A major 
exception is data published in parliamentary papers available in the House of Commons 
Parliamentary Papers via the Find Databases link in FindIt@Bham.   
 
Many government departments and agencies have to submit annual reports which contain a 
wealth of statistics, for example prison statistics. In addition there are statistics gathered as 
part of special enquiries and investigations, for example the numbers of children employed 
cleaning chimneys in the 19th century.  

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
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The reports of the decennial national Census appear on this database until 1901 when they 
ceased to be published as Command Papers. Another major statistical source included in the 
database is the Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom (1840-1935). 
 
The Parliamentary debates in Hansard contain Answers to Written and Oral Questions, the 
latter are especially useful for one off statistics at a given point in time that are not part of a 
big annual series. Recent debates are at    www.parliament.uk/business/publications/hansard/   
Debates for 1803-2005 are at http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/  and are also available with 
better search tools within the House of Commons Parliamentary Papers in FindIt 
 
 
UK Data Archive 
 
This has UK and international statistics and is accessible via FindIt@Bham.  (type the name 
in the  search box) 
You have to register for it and also register a use for each dataset that you download. This 
latter condition only applies to the UK data, not the international series within UK Data Archive  
For more about this see the Sources of International Statistics section. 
 
 
The database includes major surveys, including the General Lifestyle Survey (formerly the 
General Household Survey) and the Labour Force Survey. It also has longitudinal surveys 
which take place over a long period of time, including the 1970 British Cohort Survey and the 
Millennium Cohort Survey. 
 
Qualitative and mixed methods social research, comes mostly from research projects funded 
by the ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council), which have to be deposited in the UK 
Data Archive. 
 
Older UK official statistics 
 
If you need the UK official statistics included in the older printed sources, most of these have 
been brought together in the Official Statistics Collection in Zone 1C of the Main Library and 
there is also a small collection in the Education Library.  All of these sources are catalogued 
in the library catalogue, and are arranged by classmark order. These collections are for 
reference use only 
 
Summary publications 
Annual abstract of statistics (1935-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HA 1122.S8 
(older statistics are in the volumes of the Statistical abstract for the United Kingdom (1840-
1935). These are available in print and as part of the online House of Commons 
Parliamentary Papers. 
 
Britain: the official yearbook (annual, 1954-   ) 
Gen.Ref. per HC 256.7.A1 
 
Monthly digest of statistics (1946-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1129.M6 
 
Regional trends (annual, 1982-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll per q HA 1122.A3 
-  
Economic and financial statistics 
Economic trends (monthly with an annual supplement, 
1953-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1129.E3 
 
Financial statistics (monthly, 1962-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HJ 40.T2 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/hansard/
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/
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United Kingdom national accounts (ONS blue book) 
(annual, 1984-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HJ 2095.G7 
 
United Kingdom balance of payments (ONS pink book) 
(annual, 1962-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HG 3943.A1G7 
 
Education 
Education statistics for the United Kingdom (annual, 1982-1995) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q L 341.A4 
Education Library Stats. Coll. 
 
Education statistics for England and Wales 
(annual, 1983-         ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q L 341.A3 
Education Library Stats. Coll. 
 
University statistics: statistics of UK Universities, Universities statistical record (annual,1983- ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q L 341.A1U6 
 
Statistical Bulletin, DfEE/DES (annual, 1978-    
Main Library per q L 341.A1S7 (1978 - 1995) 
Off Stats. Coll. per q L341.ALS7 (1995- 
Education Library Stats. Coll. 
 
Labour/Employment 
Annual Employment Survey 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HD 4805.A6 (1995 - 1996) 
Standalone PCs , Zone GC (1997-    ) 
 
Labour Gazette/Department of Employment Gazette/Employment Gazette/Labour market 
trends (1893-       ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HD 4805.L2 
 
Labour force survey quarterly bulletin (1992-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HD 4805.L21 
 
Population 
Census of population (decennial, 1831-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. q HA 1121.E31-F91 
Note: all censuses were published as parliamentary papers until 1901 so they can also be 
found in the online House of Commons Parliamentary Papers. Most of the 1911 Census 
volumes are included, but a few volumes that were published after the First World War are 
not. 
 
Population trends (quarterly, 1975 -    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1126 
 
Social 
Social trends (annual, 1970-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1122.S6 
 
Living in Britain: results from the General Household Survey (annual, 1971-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1123.G4 
Family spending: a report on the Family Expenditure Survey (annual, 1957-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HD 7023.A1F2 
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Some sources of international statistics 
 
To find statistics for a foreign country you can either use the statistical agencies of that 
country, or use figures compiled from national resources by international organizations such 
as OECD, the United Nations or the European Union. 
 
With the former option you need to have a good knowledge of any foreign languages 
involved; many sites do have an English version, but this is usually just for basic information. 
The latter option has the advantage that the figures from national sources are “harmonized”, 
with differing methodologies ironed out to make comparisons easier. 
 
Directories to national statistical websites include the following: 
 
http://www.census.gov/aboutus/stat_int.html 
a listing of national statistical agencies worldwide compiled by the US Census Bureau; links to 
English language version of a site where available. 
 
United Nations Statistics Division: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/ 
includes many links; “National statistics” leads to national statistical agencies. 
 
Governments on the World Wide Web 
www.gksoft.com/govt/ 
This links to Governmental departments, agencies, political parties etc worldwide; for tracking 
statistics not produced by the national statistical agencies. 
 
 
International organizations 
 
Some international organizations, such as the OECD charge for access to their statistics. At 
Birmingham (and other UK universities) you have free access to these via the UK Data 
Archive. 
 
In addition to OECD it has statistics from the International Energy Agency, IMF (International 
Monetary Fund) and the World Bank with long data runs (back into the 1950s in some cases).  
It is free, but requires registration on first use.  
 
To locate the international data click on the “Find data” tab at the top of the screen and then 
“International Macrodata” at the side. 
 
Other international statistics are freely available on the Web: 
 
United Nations UNData:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
 
EuroStat is the statistical agency of the European Union. http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/ 
 
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization) Institute for 
Statistics 
www.uis.unesco.org/ 
 
WHO (World Health Organization) www.who.int/research/en/ 
 
 
 
Older international official statistics 
 
If you need the international official statistics included in the older printed sources, most of 
these have been brought together in the Official Statistics Collection in Zone 1C of the Main 
Library; this includes the publications of individual countries and also international 
organizations such as the UN, IMF, OECD and World Bank. European Union publications are 

http://www.census.gov/aboutus/stat_int.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/
http://www.gksoft.com/govt/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.uis.unesco.org/
http://www.who.int/research/en/
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in the European Documentation Centre (EDC) in the Orchard Learning Resource Centre.  All 
of these sources are catalogued in the library catalogue, and are arranged by classmark 
order.  These collections are for reference use only. 
 
Summary publications 
CIA world factbook (1989-   ) 
Gen.Ref. per AY 64.W6 
 
Europa world yearbook (1959-    ) 
Gen.Ref. per AY 754.E8 
 
Statesman’s yearbook (1965-    ) 
Gen.Ref. per AY 754.S8 
 
Statistical yearbook of the League of Nations (1926-1944) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per HA 42.L4 
 
United Nations statistical yearbook (1948- ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 42.L4S7 
 
Economic and financial statistics 
UN monthly bulletin of statistics (1947-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 42.L4M6 
 
OECD economic outlook (1967-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HC 14.O7 
 
World economic and social survey (1994-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HC 57.6.A1U6 

Statistical Yearbook, UNESCO (annual, 1963-  )            
Off.Stats.Coll. per q JX 1975.9.A12 
 
Trade 
IMF direction of trade statistics (1971-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HG 55.I6 
 
International trade statistics yearbook (1983-     
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HF 3000.L4 
 
Industrial statistics 
UN industrial statistics yearbook (1982-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HC 57.6.A1G7 
 
Labour and employment 
OECD labour force statistics (1966-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. s per q HD 5712.A112 
 
Yearbook of Labour statistics (ILO) (1937-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll s  per q HD 4841.I61 
 
Population 
UN demographic yearbook (1948-   ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 42.U6 
 
Regional studies 
Africa south of the Sahara (1971-    ) 
Gen.Ref. per AY 1200.A1A4 
 
 



 6 

African Development Indicators (1991-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll.per. q HG 501.AIA43 
 
Key indicators of developing Asian and Pacific countries 
Soc.Sci.Ref. q HC 412 
 
Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific (1991-    ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 1661.S71 
 
UN statistical yearbook for Latin America and the Caribbean (1985-     ) 
Off.Stats.Coll. per q HA 933.S7 
 
 
Some sources of EU statistics 
 
Summary publications 
Basic statistics of the Community (1961-1996) 
EDC s per HA 1107.A15 
 
Eurostat yearbook (1995-   ) 
EDC per q HA 1107.A1E8 
 
Europe in figures (1988-   ) 
EDC per q HC 241.2.A1E8 
 
Regional statistics 
Regions: statistical yearbook (1971-1996) 
EDC s per HA 1107.A14 
 
Regional trends (annual 1982-  ) 
Off. Stats.Coll. per q HA 1122.A3 (UK publication; but includes basic statistical comparisons 
with EU regions) 
 
Economic and financial statistics 
European economy (1978-    ) 
EDC s per q HC 240.A1E8 
 
Education 
Education across the European Union: Statistics and indicators 
Education Library Stats.Coll. q LA 622 
 
Industrial statistics 
Panorama of EU industry (1989-1997) 
EDC s per q HC 241.2.A1P2 
 
Industrial trends monthly statistics (1982-1996) 
EDC s per q HC 241.2.A1I6 
 
Labour/employment statistics 
Employment in Europe (1989-    ) 
EDC s per q HD 5746.A1E6 
 
Unemployment monthly statistics (1986-1996) 
EDC s per q HD 5701.U6 
 
Some sources of non-official statistics 
 
Business and marketing are major producers of statistical data, which in many cases can by 
useful for other subjects an example being the Mintel market research reports. 
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Note that all of these databases have to be used via Find Databases link within 
FindIt@Bham, with the exception of Datastream  
 
Company statistics: 
 
AMADEUS- European companies 
 
BANKSCOPE - Banks and financial institutions 
 
Datastream - Company information and economic statistics. Datastream is only available on 
two PCs in Zone UGD of the Main Library and may have to be booked in advance at busy 
times. The economics statistics in it can also be found on ESDS International. 
 
FAME - UK companies 
 
Thomson ONE Banker  
  
Market research statistics: 
 
Passport (Euromonitor Online) 
 
MarketLine Advantage 
 
Mintel 
 
 
 
Enquiries 
Ask at the Reception and Information Desk in the entrance to the Main Library. 
Or contact Gerald Watkins, Subject Advisor for School of Government and Society and 

School of Social Policy email: g.g.watkins@bham.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Services documents are available in other formats. Please contact Library 
Services for information https://universityofbirmingham.ac.uk/library/justask 
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