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Can you capture your entire research project in a single image? The University 

Graduate School presented this challenge to our postgraduate  researchers and 

the images you see here represent the exciting research projects our 

postgraduate researchers are working on at the University of Birmingham.  

 

Help us decide if they have captured your imagination or made you think 

a little differently about research by voting for your favourite entries.  

 

Please vote for your top three favourite entries. As a guide, a winning image 

should be:  

 

1. Visually appealing  

2. Original and creative  

3. The accompanying abstract and the image should be connected to the 

research topic  

 

You can vote online or in person at the exhibition in Rotunda, Aston Webb 

Building, University of Birmingham. 

 

Images will be displayed in Rotunda (R6 on campus map) until 30 November, 

2016 and online voting will clo se on 5 December, 2016.  

 

Winners will be announced on 7 December, 2016 at 17:30 during the Images of 

Research celebration at the Westmere PGR Hub, University of Birmingham. 

 

We hope you enjoy the Images of Research 2016/17 catalogue! 
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http://poll.fm/5p6ro
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Can anywhere be church?  

 
Alisha Paddock, Postgraduate Researcher, Philosophy, Theology and Religion  

 

Can church happen anywhere?  It has become the trend over the last twenty years among American 

churches to use any available space to hold worship services.  This picture is of Crosspoint Church, nestled 

between a sushi bar and a pub.  Walking down the street, you might not even notice the space is a church.  

Besides the sign there is no visible architectural element (like a steeple) that indicates this space is a church.  

First century New Testament believing communities also met in non-church buildings, like houses or rented 

space (e.g. workshops or baths).  In my research, Iõm contemplating the places New Testament believing 

communities met for worship and what needed to take place for t hat space to be considered sacred. 
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From Mind to Eye, From Eye to Memory  

 
Alper Kumcu, Postgraduate Researcher, Psychology  

 
For a very long time, it was thought that the only purpose of the eyes is to see. However, a growing body of 

evidence has started to challenge this idea by showing novel functions of eye movements which are not 

necessarily visual. Memory is one of the most exciting of these functions. Our research has shown that when 

remembering words, people systematically look at the blank spaces where the words were previously 

located. Known as òlooking at nothingó, this surprising memory effect encourages us to see cognition from a 

totally different perspective: The world around us is not just input for the mind, but also an e xtension of it. 
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Measuring Roots  

 
Amelia Rouse, Postgraduate Researcher, Civil Engineering  

 
This image shows the measurement of wheat roots to find the angle of spread. The angle of 

spread is used to determine the resistance of the roots and soils of crops, like wheat, to a 

phenomenon called root lodging. Lodging is the failure of crops due to factors including strong 

winds and rain. It affects the yield and quality of grains harvested at the end of the growing 

season. 

My research is investigating the interaction between roots and soils of wheat and oilseed rape 

crops to determine the key characteristics that could enhance their resistance to wind and rain. 

This involves measuring root-soil resistance in the laboratory and in the field. 
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