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Dear Members,
 
We are not going to be silent about the brutal murder of yet another Black
man - George Floyd - whose death by ex-police David Chauvin was graphically
played out for the whole world to see. The killing of black people by officers
who are sworn in to ‘protect and serve’ becomes a ‘normalised’ activity
because Black Lives Don’t Seem to Matter. We are all feeling hurt, anger
and despair as justice for George Floyd and for all those black lives taken
away for talking, walking, driving, shopping, praying or just standing. This
affects us all.
 

Tuesday 2nd June was Blackout Tuesday and the Network via Aishah Ali
(Communications Lead) posted on the Networks Twitter feed – some
examples are shown below. If you don’t already follow @bameuob:

On Wednesday 3rd June 2020, the Network contacted Sheena Griffiths –
Equality and Diversity Adviser and Jo Duberley, the Deputy Pro-Vice
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George Floyd’s life should matter.

Following the brutal killing of George Floyd by ex-Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin,  I have been left wondering about the best way to help. Beyond posting supportive Instagram messages, the path forwards is via learning more about history, acknowledging your privilege and platform, putting your name to the right petitions and  donating to the great organisations.

Here are a list of organisations to donate to and resources to study, both in the US and the UK:

You can donate to George Floyd's family directly via GoFundMe - Set up by Floyd's sister, the page asks for donations for funeral costs, counselling and legal assistance and to assist the family as they attempt to navigate their grief amid the high profile and traumatising nature of his death.

Minnesota Freedom Fund - The organisation pays the bail of those arrested during protests and provides support.

The NAACP Legal Defence Fund - Supports racial justice through the legal system, education and advocacy work.

Black Lives Matter - Founded in response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman after the death of Trayvon Martin, the organisation continues to fight for justice for black people who have been victims of violence 'by the state and vigilantes'.

The Runnymede Trust - A UK based race and equality think tank which conducts thorough research in order to challenge racial inequality when it comes to law, policies and governance in the UK.

The Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust - Set up in memory of 18-year-old Stephen Lawrence, who was murdered by a group of white men in 1993, the trust works with young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to support them in their future careers.

StopWatch UK - A coalition which monitors the activity of police, focussing primarily on stop and search laws which disproportionately target people of colour.

Institute of Race Relations - An independent charity conducting research on race relations and social justice in the UK.

Liberty - A human rights organisation focusing on defending freedom and campaigning for equality and fairness in the UK.

Show Racism The Red Card - Initially an organisation to tackle racism in football, the organisation provides education workshops and training to tackle racism in British society.

Operation Black Vote - The group tackles the lack of black representation in British politics, as well as the democratic deficit of black people in general, to ensure greater racial justice within the UK.

The Monitoring Group - The national charity, established in the 1980s, has three aims: to promote good race relations, advance rare relations by education and awareness raising, and supporting those who are distressed or suffering violence or harassment.

Black Lives Matter UK - The UK branch of Black Lives Matter.

 Amnesty International:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/george-floyd-police-violence-usa/

Video footage

12-year-old gospel singer named Keedron Bryant has written an original song about the heartbreaking realities of being a young black man. During a time of nationwide protests and unrest over police brutality and racial injustice, the boy's song has become a rallying cry. https://www.etonline.com/12-year-old-singers-heartbreaking-song-in-wake-of-george-floyds-death-becomes-rallying-cry-147449

Trevor Noah – Commentary on Racism in the USA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4amCfVbA_c



https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/26/us/central-park-video-dog-video-african-american-trnd/index.html











Chancellor for Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion. Natasha Nelson wrote:
I was actually really disappointed that the University didn’t post
anything on social media or via email yesterday to staff and students. A
number of universities have also published their statements on their
webpages too. I saw lots of other universities, and know a fair few also
sent all staff/student emails out. Yesterday was obviously
#blackouttuesday and #blackoutday2020 and was the day that the
most activity and content was pushed out to have the most impact.

Emails went back and forth and a statement from the Deputy Pro—Vice
Chancellor was forwarded to the co-chairs of the Network. We felt strongly
that it did not provide a powerful message of support. We have been asked
to work together to produce further statements. In the meantime, we felt it
was important to take action for ourselves and we could best do this by
sending out this update.

So what can you do?
Ø Donate: 

You can donate to George Floyd's family directly via GoFundMe - Set up by
Floyd's sister, the page asks for donations for funeral costs, counselling and
legal assistance and to assist the family as they attempt to navigate their grief
amid the high profile and traumatising nature of his death.
 
Ø Sign up for:

Black Lives Matter - Founded in response to the acquittal of George
Zimmerman after the death of Trayvon Martin, the organisation continues to
fight for justice for black people who have been victims of violence 'by the
state and vigilantes'.
Amnesty International:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-
action/george-floyd-police-violence-usa/
 
Ø  Sign Petitions  - signing petitions

 
Ø Watch:

Trevor Noah – Commentary on George Floyd and Racism in the USA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4amCfVbA_c
 
Alice Cooper and White privilige
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/26/us/central-park-video-dog-video-
african-american-trnd/index.html
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Ø Read:

The George Floyd information sheet devised by Beverley Maynard (attached)
“How to be an antiracist” by Ibram X. Kendi
“White Privilege” by Kalwant Bhopal 
Recommend this to white friends and colleagues with children -
https://www.mother.ly/child/raising-race-conscious-children
 
Ø Write to:

Jo Duberley j.p.duberley@bham.ac.uk  and the Vice-Chancellor via his Senior
Executive assistant Charlotte Jones c.k.jones@bham.ac.uk to voice your
concerns or talk about your own experiences. Tell your colleagues to do the
same too, the more people who get in touch, the more impact it may have.
 
Write to the Network at bamestaff@contacts.bham.ac.uk and write on your
social media accounts using the hashtag #blacklivesmatter.
 
Ø Protest today:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=%E2%80%9Chow+to+bean+antiracist%E2%80%9D+by+ibram+x.+kendi&i=stripbooks&dc&ref=a9_sc_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/White-privilege-Kalwant-Bhopal/dp/144733597X
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Need support or a safe place? Then contact us at
bamestaff@contacts.bham.ac.uk. Black Lives Matter!
 
Best Wishes
 
Beverley Maynard and Natasha Nelson
Co-chairs BAME Staff Network
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