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Record of Invention or Commercial Opportunity
Complete this form electronically as fully as possible and then email it to University of Birmingham Enterprise (UoBE) using the email address inventions@enterprise.bham.ac.uk 
1. Short Title
Please give the invention or opportunity a short descriptive title (preferably less than 8 words).

2. Describe the invention or commercial opportunity briefly covering the points below

Attach a fuller account as a separate document if appropriate; also let us know if you have data available to support any potential patent applications.

a) Please give some general background information to put the invention or commercial opportunity in context. What is the current situation as far as you are aware?

b) What in your view is the problem with the current situation that you are trying to solve?  How do you know it is a problem that other people experience?  What in your view is the unmet need?
c) What are the current solutions to this problem? Please outline the problems with the current solutions that you have, or intend to, overcome.

d) What is your solution to the problem?

e) What are the main features, advantages and benefits of your solution over the current solutions? Please list each feature of your solution and specify the advantages/benefits of each feature.

f) What data do you have that can prove the feasibility of your invention or commercial opportunity? At what stage of development are you? E.g. simulations only, prototype built, prototype tested, in vitro or in vivo data, market research data etc.

g) Please provide a description of at least one way the invention or commercial opportunity could be implemented.

3. How might the invention be used or commercial opportunity realised?

Please include the types of people or organisations that may wish to use the invention either directly or indirectly.  Are there any actual or potential commercial applications of the invention? How might the commercial opportunity be developed?
4. Who are the inventors/contributors?

Please give their names (including their title), School/Institute and what they each contributed to the invention or commercial opportunity.  For external contributors, please give the organisation they work for or they contributed on behalf of.
5. Have any grants or industrial sponsorship been used to fund the research that gave rise to the invention or commercial opportunity?

Please list the Principal Investigator, funding body, industrial sponsor etc.

6. Are there any restrictions on the invention or commercial opportunity?

For example IP clauses in grant awards, industrial sponsorship agreements, license agreements, material transfer agreements, confidential/non-disclosure agreements, ethical consents, another persons’/organisations’ intellectual property rights etc.

7. Are there records which establish any inventions’ date of origin?
For example lab notebooks, publications, emails etc.  Please give the date.

8. Did any pre-existing (background) intellectual property not belonging to the University contribute to the invention?

If so, what was it and to which organisation/person does it belong?

9. Has any other person or organisation contributed to the background intellectual property who is not mentioned in 2. above?

10. When do you plan to submit a paper or present or disclose the invention or commercial opportunity?

Please read and understand the section marked Important at the beginning of this invention or commercial opportunity disclosure.

We will endeavour to review this information promptly and discuss with you how this invention or commercial opportunity might be progressed.
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