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Forum for Global Challenges and Commonwealth States Funding:  Scheme Notes
The Institute for Global Innovation, in collaboration with the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games, WMCA, UKRI, World Bank, UNESCO, UNDP, Thomson Reuters Foundation and the Association of Commonwealth Universities, is establishing the Forum for Global Challenges, a major international conference, taking place at the ICC Birmingham in May 2022. Global challenges are complex, intersectoral and interdisciplinary - to meet these head on, we will combine the University of Birmingham’s research excellence, strong civic engagement and convening power with that of several strategic partners to bring together academics, policy-makers, practitioners, the private sector, civil society and the public, particularly young people.
In support of this landmark conference, and to align with the opportunities presented by Birmingham being host to the Commonwealth Games in 2022, The Institute for Global Innovation is pleased to make funding available to University of Birmingham researchers designed to enhance engagement with the 38 Low and Middle Income (LMIC) Commonwealth Counties. 
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 The Forum for Global Challenges 
The Forum for Global Challenges is a solutions-focused, international meeting held in Birmingham in May 2022, bringing together academics, policymakers, practitioners, the private sector, civil society and the public to discuss and find solutions to the world’s most pressing challenges. 
The meeting will be preceded by an international dialogue and series of events over 18 months; this dialogue will take place through discussion and debate within an online community and a series of events around the world. 
We particularly welcome proposals that resonate with the Topics of the Forum for Global Challenges, and for projects that are about solutions to these challenges or which will help demonstrate impact of such solutions. 
The main topics or challenges being examined are as follows:
Restoring nature 

The future of cities 

Green economy
Mobilities

Food security


Health and wellbeing
Digital Access 

Life-long education and employment futures

Funding streams
The Fund consists of four separate schemes:

· Impact Implementation

· Urgency/ Rapid Response 

· Research Co-Design sandpits
· Capacity building fund

Applicants are invited to apply for one scheme per application. This funding is offered as part of UKRI’s Global Challenges Research Fund.
Impact and Impact Implementation
Intended to support impact activities which maximise the benefits to the Commonwealth Low and Middle Income partners involved in the research. Examples of potential activities include:
-          Dissemination of research and translation of outputs into new formats, such as; creation of films, production of policy briefings, conversion of outputs into local languages or artistic outputs.

-          Engagement of academic and non-academic partners, such as; secondments or person exchange with researchers or business/ policy makers in lower middle income countries.

-          Activities to change policy or guidelines, such as; contribution to curriculum design, engagement with local governments or policy stakeholders, etc.
Rapid Response
The most pressing development challenges often manifest themselves in unexpected ways.  From crises such as the Ebola and Zika epidemics, to natural disasters, civil unrest and other emergencies. This fund is intended to support an agile response to unexpected situations that require an urgent action. The fund can provide support for travel and research assistance etc. 
Research Co-Design Sandpits
Research Co-Design Sandpits allow scholars to engage with partners to explore specific development challenges faced by Commonwealth LMICs.  The aim is to support initial partnership discussions and co-define problems, which will result in more significant collaborative projects being taken forward. Events can be held at Birmingham or overseas, with support for travel and hosting costs being offered. 
Capacity building fund
This fund is earmarked for activities that will enhance the ability of Commonwealth LMIC partners to undertake research. This could include training on matters such as data collection and data management, research ethics or participant engagement. Funding to support skills audits would also be eligible. Costs to support travel and hosting will be supported, plus items necessary for training. 
Forum for Global Challenges and Commonwealth States Funding:  Application Form

The deadline for applications is Monday 1 March 2021 at 16:00 and all awarded funding must be used by end of July 2021. We encourage ambitious proposals; contact Sue Gilligan if you would like to discuss your budget and project. 
Completed applications should be emailed to Alex Young A.J.Young.2@bham.ac.uk and Sue Gilligan s.gilligan@bham.ac.uk
Scheme being applied to:
	
	Place X next to desired scheme

	Impact Implementation
	

	Urgency/ Rapid Response
	

	Research Co-Design sandpits
	

	Capacity building fund
	


Applicant Details 

	Name
	

	Position
	

	School
	

	College
	

	Contact details (phone, email)
	



Project details

	Project title


	

	Total value of funding sought 


	

	Proposed activity start date
	

	Proposed activity end date
	

	Date report expected to IGI
	

	For Rapid Response Fund only: Challenge requiring urgent Response
	


    Please notify your Head of School prior to submission.

	Head of School
	

	Notified (Yes/ No)
	

	Date
	

	Additional comments
	


1. Project Details: Please provide a description of the project for which funding is sought

Indicative maximum 500 words 
	For all projects, please provide:

· Summary of activities

· Partners involved, Commonwealth LMIC and non-LMIC

· Aims and objectives

· Outputs (e.g. position papers, skills audits, policy briefings, peer reviewed articles)

· Anticipated Impact

· Planned follow on activities (e.g. additional funding application, joint publications)

For Impact Implementation.  Please provide details of the following:

· Outline of anticipated Impact of the Project 
For Rapid Response please provide:

· Why proposed subject should be classified as ‘urgent’ or requiring ‘rapid response’
· Plans to address potential challenges and safety issues

For Sandpits please provide:

· Development challenge to be addressed 

· Plan for developing collaboration into ongoing research 
For Capacity Building please provide:
· The specific capacity building gap to be addressed

· The applicants ability / track record of building capacity in this area

	


2. Benefit to Commonwealth Low and Middle Income Countries

	Please provide details of:

· Which country/ countries of the Commonwealth will directly benefit from this proposal?

	

	· How is your proposal directly and primarily relevant to the development challenges of this country / these countries?

	

	· How do you expect that the outcome of your proposed activities will promote the economic development and welfare of this country / these countries?

	


3. Follow on activity 

	Please outline potential plans for projects and events linked to the Forum for Global Challenges 2022.

	


4. Interdisciplinary Research
	Projects supported by this fund do not need to be cross-disciplinary, however priority will be given to projects with research undertaken collaboratively by researchers using knowledge, techniques and methodologies drawn from more than one discipline.

· If you would classify your project as interdisciplinary please outline briefly the interdisciplinarity of this project (If not please enter n/a).

	


5. Project costs

Please provide a breakdown of all project costs being sought.

	Cost


	Amount (£)

	
	

	TOTAL
	


