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English beyond the lecture theatre
By studying in the Department of English, 
you will immediately become part of a vibrant 
community with a rich cultural life. Join with 
fellow students and staff in enjoying:
n	An annual programme of visiting writers  

in a variety of forms and genres.
n	Undergraduate Research Scholarships: 

learn more about research by working 
alongside a member of staff on an exciting 
project, from conducting archival research 
to interviewing members of the public.

n	Societies led by students for students:
– Birmingham English Department Society: 

benefit from the buddy system and enjoy 
a range of social events, including a 
summer ball.

– Writers’ Bloc: take part in creative 
writing workshops, editing sessions, 
poetry slams and open mic nights.

– Various drama and performance 
societies, from Article 19 (classical 
theatre) and the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society, to Three Bugs Fringe  
Theatre Group.

n	Beyond English: our students are leading 
lights in student journalism, music, sports, 
volunteering and also benefit from the city’s 
world-class art, museums, music, performing 
arts and public library. ‘I have enjoyed the wide 

variety of texts studied in  
the first year. I am looking 
forward to tailoring my 
course next year more to my 
personal literary interests 
and cannot wait to pursue 
them in more detail.’

TOM, BA English

Careers and employability
Our unique degrees are designed to develop 
both academic excellence and personal 
skills, a balance that is highly sought after by 
employers. 95% of our English students enter 
work or further study within six months of 
graduation (DLHE 2017).

Studying English at Birmingham leads to a 
wealth of future career possibilities. You may go 
on to a career as a novelist, screenwriter, poet 
or journalist, but of course the skills of critical 
reading and writing also qualify you for a wide 
range of other careers. English graduates from 
Birmingham go on to work in editing, literary 
agency, publishing, advertising, commerce, 
events management, law, marketing, media, 
public services, PR, teaching, TV production 
and many other professions, with companies 
such as the BBC, Cosmopolitan, Headline 
Publishing Group, Mirror Group Newspapers, 
Oxford University Press and STUDIOCANAL.  

Many also choose to develop the interests and 
skills fostered by their English degree, in further 
academic study at Masters level and beyond. 

Entry requirements

Course UCAS code Typical offer

BA English Q300 AAB

BA English and Creative Writing Q3W8 AAB

BA English and Film QW36 AAB

BA English with Shakespeare Q3W4 AAB

BA English Language and Literature Q30A AAB

BA Drama and English WQ43 AAB

BA English and Classical Literature and Civilisation QQ3V ABB

BA English and History QV3C AAB

BA English and History of Art QV3H ABB

BA Modern Languages and English 7Q6Q AAB

BA English and Philosophy QV3M AAB

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH,  
DRAMA AND CREATIVE 
STUDIES

LEARN MORE

Email: 
study-english-ug@contacts.bham.ac.uk

Full details on all courses with  
year-by-year breakdown can be found 
at www.birmingham.ac.uk/english

 @artsatbham

NEXT STEPS

How to apply
Apply through UCAS.

Offer-holder Visit Days
Following the application process, offer- 
holders will be invited to an Offer-holder 
Visit Day and are strongly encouraged to 
take this opportunity to visit the Department 
and meet staff and students with whom 
they would be studying.

This leaflet was written several months in advance of the start of the 
academic year. It is intended to provide prospective students with a general 
picture of the programmes and courses offered by the School. Please note 
that not all programmes or all courses are offered every year. Also, because 
our research is constantly exploring new areas and directions of study, some 
courses may be discontinued and new ones offered in their place.
 
Please note, the information in this brochure is correct at time  
of publication, but may be subject to change (June 2019).

Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
B15 2TT, United Kingdom

www.birmingham.ac.uk

Designed and printed by 

REQUIRED  
SUBJECTS AND GRADES
 
A-level English Literature, or A-level 
English Language and Literature, 
is required for all of our English 
programmes. We require a grade A in 
either A-level for most programmes, while 
Q3W8 and QW36 will accept a grade B.

‘Writing requires the full 
force of your imagination, 
intellect and emotional 
intelligence. It’s terrifying, 
which is why it’s worth 
studying.’

DR LUKE KENNARD, 
Lecturer in Creative Writing

95%
OVERALL SATISFACTION
BA ENGLISH (NSS 2018)

97%
OVERALL SATISFACTION  
BA ENGLISH AND CREATIVE  
WRITING (NSS 2018)
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Why study English  
at Birmingham? 

n	We will inspire and encourage you to 
develop your passion for English literature, 
while also offering you opportunities to 
explore creative practice in drama, film, 
writing and language through our innovative 
optional pathways.

n		The Department of English Literature is 
a central part of the School of English, 
Drama and Creative Studies, along with 
the Departments of Drama and Theatre 
Arts, Film and Creative Writing, English 
Language and the Shakespeare Institute.  
As an English student, you will benefit  
from teaching and expertise from 
across the School.

n			Internationally renowned staff in the 
Department of English Literature 
research, publish and teach across the 
full chronological range of English literature, 
from Old English to contemporary British 
and American fiction and poetry, with 
a commitment to a rich diversity of 
theoretical, historical and intellectual 
approaches to their subjects. Research  
and teaching in the Department covers 
the canonical elements of English literary 
study, whilst also taking in topics and 
concepts that are at the vanguard of the 
discipline, led by world-leading academic 
staff pushing at the boundaries of 
English literature. 

n	Our programmes combine teaching in a 
variety of modes and locations, from large 
lecture based teaching, to small group class 
work in seminars and one-to-one supervision. 
Our programmes are carefully structured 
to embed key study and employability skills, 
from foundation modules in the first year 
to your dissertation or extended essay in 
the final year.

n		English students have the opportunity to 
participate in the Department’s very popular 
residential study trip to Stratford-upon-Avon, 
which includes lectures, workshops, trips to 
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and other  
cultural activities.

n	You will be able to enjoy regular guest 
lectures and readings from visiting writers. 
Past guests have included Britain’s Poet 
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, poet and writer 
Jackie Kay, poet Simon Armitage, playwright 
Simon Stephens and theatre director 
Gregory Doran.

OUR PROGRAMMES 

BA English
BA English offers a wide-ranging English 
Literature degree, that draws upon extensive 
academic expertise in the School of English, 
Drama and Creative Studies, which includes 
the internationally renowned Shakespeare 
Institute. Our first year invites you to engage 
with a variety of authors and texts, encounter 
new ways of thinking about literature and 
improve your analytical and writing skills. 
Foundational modules focus on the transition 
to university study of English Literature and 
the role and value of English in society, while 
modules that explore prose, poetry and drama 
in performance, give you an excellent grounding 
in the major historical periods and genres 
of literature. Together with the choice of a 
‘Discovering Literatures’ optional module, 
or the opportunity to take modules in creative 
writing, drama, film or language study, your first 
year will provide a stimulating introduction to 
the rich diversity and significance of English as 
a subject and prepare you for more specialist 
study in your second and final years. After the 
first year, you can elect either to keep your main 
focus on English Literature or to combine your 
literary study with one of several disciplines: 
Creative Writing, Drama, Film and English 
Language. You may also choose to follow a 
challenged-focused, project-based module at 
second year and our work placement module 
at final year.

BA English with Shakespeare
Drawing upon the Department of English 
at Birmingham’s renowned expertise in 
Shakespeare study, this new programme 
gives you the opportunity to undertake a broad 
study of English literature, whilst developing 
specific expertise in Shakespeare. It combines 
core English modules with a compulsory 
Shakespeare element in each year. Like all 
students of English, in the first year you will take 
foundation modules in study skills for English 
Literature and the role and value of English in 
society and core modules in prose, poetry and 
drama in performance. In addition, you will take 
a compulsory module introducing you to the 
legacy and role of Shakespeare in twentieth 
and twenty-first century culture – in the theatre, 
education, society and heritage culture – 
exploring a number of Shakespeare’s plays as 
they have been and are used and interpreted 

within these contexts. Visits to the Shakespeare 
Institute and to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, are an integral part of 
the programme and the curriculum is devised 
to incorporate the most recent RSC season. 
In the second year, you will go on to study 
compulsory modules in Shakespeare’s plays 
within their Elizabethan and Jacobean historical 
contexts, culminating in our residential study 
trip to Stratford-upon-Avon. In the final year, 
you will write your dissertation in an area of 
Shakespeare studies and can elect to continue 
your Shakespeare focus through specialist 
options or our broader placement scheme.

BA English and Film
This programme provides you with a varied and 
wide-ranging education in the fields of English 
and Film. It combines the diverse suite of 
English modules with a dynamic Film curriculum, 
that capitalises upon the specialist film research 
and teaching expertise in the Department of 
Film and Creative Writing. 

The programme progresses year-on-year 
through key topics in English and Film, 
providing relevant critical, analytical and 
evaluative skills while, at the same time, 
offering significant engagement with practical 
production, professional skills and cultural 
industries. The degree features an optional 
20-credit placement module in the second  
year of study and you have access to creative 
practice modules in each year of study, either 
as core elements of the degree or as special 
options. Opportunities of this kind sit alongside 
English and Film modules that pursue the 
rigorous academic study of literature and 
film, ensuring that you receive an exemplary 
grounding in established scholarly practice. 
The combination of traditional and progressive 
aspects within the programme, is intended 
to equip you with a balance of diverse skills 
that respond to the degree’s overarching 
employability agenda. Graduating English  
and Film students will, as a consequence,  
be especially well prepared for careers in  
a variety of professional environments.

BA English and Creative Writing
This programme gives you the opportunity  
to focus on the in-depth study of English 
literature and to develop your skills as a  
writer of prose, poetry and drama. Alongside 
your literary modules, you will study creative 

writing in all three years, with a 50/50 split  
and an option to increase your Creative  
Writing modules in the final year.

Like all students of English at Birmingham, 
you will study a range of literature across 
all periods, from medieval to contemporary. 
As a student of Creative Writing, you will 
be introduced to writing poetry, short fiction 
and drama in your first year. Later, you can 
specialise in long-form prose, poetry, stage 
and screen writing. In your final year, you will 
complete a creative writing project, alongside  
a specialist option chosen from a range of 
forms and genres. 

Creative Writing modules are taught by 
practising writers, including poet Dr Isabel 
Galleymore; best-selling novelist Dr Ruth 
Gilligan; Booker long-listed novelist and 
screenwriter Dr Richard House; Dr Luke 
Kennard, an award-winning poet and novelist; 
prize-winning fiction writer Dr Anna Metcalfe; 
Dr Elsa Braekkan Payne, a poet and expert in 
the short story, and Dr Dan Vyleta, author of 
four award-winning novels. Visiting writers also 
contribute to the student experience, as does 
the very active student society Writers’ Bloc.

‘The Stratford Residential 
wasn’t just an educational 
and informative trip, it was 
also very social and fun,  
with a student-staff garden 
party and the chance  
to meet people on my 
course I wouldn’t usually 
socialise with.’

JESSICA, BA English and  
Creative Writing, graduate

BA English Language and Literature 
This is a specialist programme aimed at 
students who have a particular interest in 
combining the analysis of everyday language, 
with an enthusiasm for the in-depth study of 
literary texts. You will have the opportunity to 
study the ways in which the English language 
has developed over time, how language varies 
in different contexts and how this is reflected 
in literature. You will utilise the key linguistic 
skills you develop in the Language half of your 
degree, to complement your study of a wide 
range of texts, for example, using close 
linguistic analysis to better understand the 
ways in which writers captivate and engage 
their readers. 

You will have the opportunity to explore a 
range of approaches to the study of literature, 
with core modules on poetry and prose in 
your first year. As you progress through the 
programme, you will have the chance to 
specialise in areas and periods of particular 
interest, with a wide range of modules on offer 
such as: Fantasy and Fandom; The Gothic; 
Last Year’s Novels; Modern American Poetry; 
Muslim Women’s Popular Fiction and Twenty-
First-Century Literature. The programme is 
characterised by an impressive level of variety 
and choice, allowing you to shape it to your 
own interests and career choices.

BA Drama and English
This new innovative single honours programme 
provides students who have a particular interest in 
both Drama and English Literature, the opportunity 
to combine the study of both disciplines in 
a single coherent curriculum. You will study 
both theoretical and practical Drama modules 
throughout the programme and in the final year, 
you will have the opportunity to take part in one 
of a series of public performances, directed 
by experienced members of staff or visiting 

professional directors and supported by the 
Department’s full-time production staff.

Foundational modules in Drama will equip you 
with the key skills you’ll need to study Drama 
at university and will give you an introduction 
to the key theoretical and practical approaches 
to theatre and performance. Foundational 
modules in English Literature explore the role 
and value of English in society, while modules 
that explore prose and poetry give you an 
excellent grounding in the major historical 
periods and genres of literature. In your second 
and third years, you’ll be able to choose from 
a wide variety of practical and study options 
in drama, theatre and performance. Your study 
of Drama will be strongly complimented by the 
suite of English Literature modules available to 
you. You will study a range of literature across 
all periods, from medieval to contemporary 
and you will be able to specialise in areas 
that most suit your individual interests. 

Joint Honours
You can combine the study of English with 
a number of other disciplines on the Literature 
pathway of our Joint Honours English programmes. 
We offer these combined with: Classical 
Literature and Civilisation; History; History 
of Art; Philosophy and Modern Languages 
(French, German, Italian, Russian or Spanish).

In your first year, study is split equally between 
the two disciplines. In subsequent years, our 
Joint Honours programmes offer a flexible 
approach, which allows you to tailor your 
course to suit your developing strengths and 
interests. In the second year, you might stay 
with the equal weighting or you might select to 
take more modules in one of your disciplines, 
effectively changing to a major/minor weighting. 

STUDY ABROAD

You can apply to study abroad for a year  
in an approved university around the world. 
If you achieve a grade of 2:1 or above in 
your first year, then you will be invited to 
apply for a Year Abroad in your second 
year. If your application is successful, you 
will go abroad in your third year and return 
to us for your final year. Find out more at:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/yearabroad

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY COLLABORATION

The University of Birmingham has a 
long standing relationship with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company (RSC) and we are 
currently engaged in an exciting five-year 
collaboration (2015–20) with them. 
This pioneering project has seen the 
reinstatement of the iconic RSC Studio 
Theatre at The Other Place. Opened in 
2016 to coincide with the 400th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death, The Other Place 
is the RSC’s creative hub for rehearsal, 
training, learning and research.
 
The collaboration between the RSC and 
the University of Birmingham provides 
our students with access to creative and 
teaching spaces at The Other Place, as 
well as the expertise of RSC artists and 
practitioners. Our students also benefit 
from the opportunity to attend RSC 
productions and events.
 
Further information at: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/theotherplace 

The University of Birmingham has been ranked third for Creative Writing 
in the Complete University Guide 2020, as well as featuring in the Top 
five for English and Creative Writing in the Guardian University Guide 
2019. You will also find English at Birmingham in the Top 35 QS World 
University Subject Rankings 2019.

In the final year, you have the option to maintain 
your second-year weighting, switch your major 
discipline to your other discipline or revert to an 
equal weighting between your two subjects.


