Guidelines on integrating publications into a research thesis
Formerly known as: Alternative Format Thesis guidelines.
These guidelines support the integration of a PGR’s publications as chapters within their research thesis. They apply to any thesis submitted under the Code of Practice on Assessment of Research Degree Theses.
The integration of publications as chapters is not the same as a PhD by Published Work, which relies on publications completed prior to registration (and is only open to University of Birmingham staff members).
Principles
1. PGRs are strongly encouraged to publish their work, including prior to submission and examination. These publications may be integrated as chapters into the research thesis. PGRs should discuss with their supervisory team at an early stage whether the inclusion of publications as chapters would be appropriate.
2. Complete publications can be included as individual chapters (i.e. one publication per chapter) within a research thesis. For example, these publications could be journal articles, conference proceedings or official reports, and may be already published, accepted for publication, submitted for publication, or in a format suitable for publication.
3. These guidelines can be applied to all research degree theses, including (but not limited to) Masters by Research programmes and Professional Doctorates.
4. Where publications are integrated into the research thesis as chapters, the research thesis must be maintained as a coherent, single document. The number of chapters consisting of integrated publications can vary, and a thesis may therefore consist of a mix of published and unpublished work.
5. The PGR can be the sole or co-author of the publications. A substantial amount of the work described in the publications must derive from original research undertaken by the PGR during their period of study. If any of the publications have been co-authored, there must be clarity on the contribution of the PGR (see paragraph 15b). 
6. The inclusion of publications as chapters does not of itself verify the quality or significance of the work in meeting the criteria for the award of a research degree.
7. Colleges and Schools may have discipline-specific advice in place to complement these guidelines.
Format of the research thesis
8. All research theses must conform to the format required in Formatting your thesis. Where there are publications included as chapters, the format requirements also apply (i.e. publications should be integrated as manuscripts, not as typeset reprints). This includes the requirements related to accessibility, and for a single abstract for the whole thesis to be provided.
9. To ease readability, figures, tables and accompanying legends should be included at the appropriate point in the text, and not at the end of the text as would often be typical for a manuscript submitted for publication.
10. The research thesis must be thematically coherent and structured so that it can be read as an integrated document, and is therefore likely to include a separate introduction, a full literature review, a methodology chapter, an extended discussion that provides clarity on how the chapters are integrated as a complete text, and a separate conclusion. Exact requirements may vary by discipline.
11. Throughout the research thesis, there must be consistent formatting with uninterrupted pagination.
12. The research thesis can contain a mixture of publication chapters and conventional chapters, with the category of each chapter clearly identified and, for publication chapters, referenced (see paragraph 15b).
13. Where there are multi-authored publications included in the research thesis, the PGR must acknowledge the role and contribution of the co-authors in the cover sheet (see paragraph 15b). 
14. All research theses submitted for examination are subject to a plagiarism check normally through Turnitin. This check must include any integrated publication chapters because they form part of the research thesis. Integration of a publication into a thesis will not be considered self-plagiarism.
Cover sheet
15. A thesis with integrated published work must have a cover sheet as part of the front matter which details:
a. A full reference for each publication (including in press, submitted, in preparation as appropriate for unpublished manuscripts).
b. Where the PGR is a co-author, a full statement of the contribution of each of the authors to the publication (e.g. using CRediT).
c. If required, copyright licencing information (see paragraph 21c).
Word count
16. The word count for a thesis into which publications are integrated remains as stated in the University Regulation 7.4.2. See the regulations relevant to your cohort.
17. It is recognised that the integration of publication chapters within the research thesis may lead to some duplication as each publication will have self-contained components that might overlap with other chapters.
18. Supplementary information can be included in an appendix to each chapter, or as appendices at the end of the thesis. Appendices are excluded from the word count.
Copyright
19. For the copy of your thesis that you will submit for examination, you can include your published work under a copyright exception which covers the examination process.
20. For the final version of your thesis that you will deposit in the eTheses Repository after the examination process is complete, material in copyright needs either appropriate permissions to be included or to be redacted. It is recommended that you ensure you have appropriate permissions in place in advance of examination to reduce the possibility of redaction being required.
21. You can include your publication within the final version of the thesis where one or more of the following appropriate permissions applies:
a. You have neither assigned the copyright, nor granted an exclusive licence to the work.
b. You have permission from the copyright owner or the person granted the exclusive licence (this is often the publisher) for the publication to be included in a thesis which will be made available online worldwide. Check their website or contact them directly for guidance.
c. The item was published with a Creative Commons licence. Ensure you fully follow the terms of the licence when reproducing the item and attribute that you are reproducing it under the terms of the Creative Commons licence, on your cover sheet (see paragraph 15c). 
22. For further information about the copyright implications of including your published works in your thesis, see the Copyright and your thesis webpage. 
Examination
23. The examination of research degree theses with publication chapters must follow the standard Code of Practice on Assessment of Research Degree Theses. The research thesis must be coherent, consistent, and comprehensive so that it demonstrates the PGR’s contribution clearly to the examiners. 
24. The inclusion of publication chapters does not of itself verify the quality or significance of the work in meeting the criteria for the award of a research degree. The outcome of the examination will be decided on the recommendation of the examiners, as set out in the Code of Practice on Assessment of Research Degree Theses.
25. For chapters consisting of manuscripts in preparation or under review at the time of thesis submission, the version in the submitted thesis and the examiner corrections should be reflected in the final version of the thesis. Other approaches (e.g. inclusion of the published paper) may be appropriate at the examiners' discretion. The cover sheet should make clear which version of the manuscript was examined and what is presented in the final thesis.
26. The examiners may request corrections to a part of the thesis that is already a published paper following the viva examination. Where corrections to published papers are requested this can be addressed in the final thesis by the insertion of a section immediately following the paper in question which addresses the corrections required by the examiners. The original chapter, as published, would usually be left uncorrected, and the new section added to the Table of Contents.
27. In exceptional circumstances, where substantial changes to published works as part of corrections are requested, the publication authors may need to consider whether a formal correction or retraction also needs to be submitted to the journal. This does not prevent the award of the degree for which the thesis was submitted. 
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