Intercampus Enterprise Competition 2026: Terms and Conditions
1. The Promoter 
The promoter is: The University of Birmingham of Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT (the “University”). 
2. The competition 
1. The title of the competition is “Intercampus Enterprise Competition 2026” and may also be referred to as the “IEC”. 
2. Entrants are required to pitch a creative business idea. The idea must be original and innovative. Existing businesses and charities are not eligible to enter this competition. The competition will be in three stages, as summarised below. 
3. Stage 1:  
a. Individually record and submit a video pitch of between a minimum of 3 minutes and a maximum of 4 minutes in length 
b. Maximum video size of 1GB
c. The video must be in portrait format and can be recorded on a phone or other mobile device or equivalent 
d. You must feature in the video.  
e. If entering as a group, all group members should appear in the video, even if not speaking
f. The video pitch must include all of the following information: 
i. The problem you are solving (Problem)
ii. Description of your proposed idea (Solution)
iii. Explain who would buy your product/service (Customer profile)
iv. State why your idea is better than what is currently available (Competitor analysis) 
v. 2-3 key statistics, based on your market research (Market research)
d. You must submit your video pitch by 17:00 (5PM UK time) on Sunday 22nd February 2026. 
e. The video pitch must be submitted using the upload feature in the MS Forms entry form as one single file.  
4. Stage 2 (Semi Finals) 
a. After a judging panel has reviewed eligible video submissions, they will select up to twenty of the best Stage 1 submissions from the University’s Edgbaston campus and up to twenty of the best Stage 1 submissions from the University’s Dubai campus, and the relevant entrants will be invited to an in person ‘pitch-off’ event (semi-final) at each respective campus (Edgbaston or Dubai). 
b. The in person ‘pitch-off’ event will be held on or around 18th March 2026. Invites to selected entrants will be sent via email, and entrants reply to the email confirming their attendance within 5 calendar days of invite being sent by the University. For group entrants, the group representative will be emailed.
c. Entrants will be required to deliver a pitch of between 3 to 4 minutes on the same idea as their Stage 1 video pitch.  Entrants can use visual aids like Canva, PowerPoint slides or similar, if desired. These visuals aides must be sent to benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk 48 hours prior to your pitch time slot. For group entrants, the group representative will be required to deliver the pitch individually. 
d. If an entrant, or group representative is unable to attend the Stage 2 pitch-off event in person, they must confirm this in their reply to the Stage 2 invite email sent to them by the University, and they may instead submit a new video recording of their Stage 2 pitch by 5PM (UK time) on 17th March 2026.  Videos must be between 3 and 4 minutes in duration and must be submitted using the WeTransfer sharing platform (basic, free version) with a link sent to benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk. 
e. A judging panel will consider the Stage 2 pitches and will select 2 semi-finalist winners from each University campus (i.e. two from Edgbaston and two from Dubai). 
f. The four winning semi-finalists will represent their campus at Stage 3 (Grand Final). 
5. Stage 3 (Grand Final) 
a. The Grand Final will be held on either 17th June 2026 at The Exchange, 3 Centenary Square, Birmingham, B1 2DR. The finalists from the Edgbaston campus will be required to make their own way to the Grand Final venue. Finalists from the Dubai campus will be provided with some travel support as outlined in condition 5 below. 
b. Prior to the Grand Final, each of the finalist entrants, whether an individual or the group representative, must submit a final video pitch of between 3 and 4 minutes. It must be the same idea as originally entered in Stage 1. This final video pitch must be submitted by 17:00 (5PM UK time) on 10th June 2026, using the WeTransfer sharing platform (free version) with a link sent to benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk. 
c. At the Grand Final each finalist must deliver an in-person presentation of between 3 and 4 minutes on their idea to a panel of judges and guests.  After the presentations, each finalist must then answer questions from the panel and/or guests for around 8 minutes. For group entrants, the group representative will be required to deliver the pitch individually. 
d. The Grand Final winner will be selected by the judging panel and announced after all presentations, and the Q&A session, have concluded. 
e. The Grand Final winner will receive GBP £5,000.
6. In addition to the Grand Final prize for the Grand Final winner, the University reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to award the following bonus prizes: 
a. UoB merchandise;
b. Finalist cash prizes; 
c. Winner’s trophy; 
d. Access to software;
e. Mentorship;
d. Certificate(s).

3. How to enter 
1. The competition will run from 17:00 (5PM UK time) on 21st January 2026 (the "Opening Date") to the completion of the Grand Final on 17th June 2026 (the "Closing Date") inclusive. 
2. All competition entries must be received by the University by submitting a Microsoft Form as set out at condition 2 above by no later than the time(s) and date(s) stipulated in for each Stage of the competition condition 2 above (which for Stage 1 of the competition is 17:00 (5pm UK time) on 22nd February 2026) (the "Relevant Deadline"). All competition entries received after the Relevant Deadline for each Stage of the competition are automatically disqualified.  
3. To enter the competition: 
a. Complete the Microsoft Forms form, available via our competition website and click ‘Submit’, by the Relevant Deadline. Please note, student log in may be required to access the entry form. 
b. If you are selected to progress to Stage 2 (Semi Finals) and Stage 3 (Grand Final) of the competition, complete the steps set-out in condition 2.4 and condition 2.5 by the Relevant Deadline(s) for each Stage. 
4. The University will not accept: 
a. Responsibility for competition entries that are lost, mislaid, damaged or delayed in transit, regardless of cause, including, for example, as a result of any equipment failure, technical malfunction, systems, satellite, network, server, computer hardware or software failure of any kind; or  
b. Proof of transmission as proof of receipt of entry to the competition. 
5. By submitting a competition entry, you are agreeing to be bound by these Terms and Conditions. 
6. For help with entries, please contact benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk 
7. The competition entries will be judged by a panel of judges based on: (i) innovation; (ii) commercial viability; and (iii) presentation. Each of those three criteria will be marked out of 20. The scores added up and then will be divided by the number of judges on the panel to give an overall final average score per entrant. In the event of a tied score, the head judge will review the scores and make a final determination.  The decision of the panel of judges, and where applicable, the head judge’s final determination, will be final.  You agree to accept all decisions of the judges. No discussion will be entered into.
8. Ideas submitted must be of legal and ethical.
4. Eligibility 
1. This is an ideas-based competition. Existing businesses, defined as; (a) an entity which is registered with Companies House in the UK or an international equivalent, (b) a business which is trading or generating any revenue are not eligible to be entered into this competition. These entries will be disqualified and can be disqualified at any stage. Existing charities, defined as; (a) an entity or organisation which is registered with the UK Charity Commission or an international equivalent, (b) a not-for-profit organisation or similar, are not eligible to be entered into this competition. These entries will be disqualified and can be disqualified at any stage. The competition is open to individuals or groups of 2 to 4 students, who are all Registered Students of the University (as defined in the University’s Regulations, link here) for the full academic year 2025/2026, aged 18+ as at 22nd February 2026, enrolled at either the University’s Edgbaston or Dubai campus, are eligible, except: 
a. Students that are in debt to the University as at 22nd February 2026
b. students on placement year for the academic year 2025/2026 
c. students on a gap year 
d. students on the Elevate Incubator programme 
e. students currently suspended 
f. students currently expelled 
g. students which have leaver status 
h. students studying at the Birmingham International Academy (BIA)
i. students on a leave of absence
j. students who are enrolled on a short course or time limited course, which is less than one full academic year 
k. distance learners
l. solely employees of the University or its subsidiary companies; 
m. for a group who has an ineligible group member for one or more reasons outlined above
n. where a group consists of students from both campuses 
b. employees or agents or suppliers of the University or subsidiary companies, who are professionally connected with the competition or its administration; or 
c. members of the immediate families or households of (a) and (b) above; 
d. Registered Students found to have breached any disciplinary offences as defined in Regulation 8 of the University’s Regulations. 
2. You must remain a Registered Student of the University, and must meet all other eligibility criteria set-out in condition 4.1 above until (and including) 26th June 2026. For groups, this applies to all group members. 
3. In entering the competition, you confirm that you are eligible to do so and eligible to claim any prize you may win. The University may require you to provide proof that you are eligible to enter the competition at any point up to the award of prize(s) are made. 
4. The University will not accept competition entries that are: 
a. automatically generated by computer or created by artificial intelligence (including but not limited to chatbots such as ChatGPT or similar software applications); 
b. completed by third parties or in bulk; 
c. illegible, have been altered, reconstructed, forged or tampered with; 
d. submitted by groups (of five or more students); 
e. submitted by groups who have one or more ineligible students;
f. submitted by graduates;
f. photocopies and not originals; or 
g. incomplete. 
5. There is a limit of one entry to the competition per person in IEC 2026. A student can enter either as;
1. An individual (1 student) OR,
2. As part of a group of 2 to 4 students.
3. But not both.
6. For an individual entry, the entry must be submitted by an eligible individual, registered student. 
7. For a group entry of 2 to 4 students, one group representative must submit the entry on behalf of the group, stating all group members, full names, student ID numbers, email address and confirm all group members are eligible students, who wish to enter as part of a group and are registered students at the University of Birmingham. 
8. For a group entry, once submitted, the name of the group representative and group members cannot be changed. Group members may wish to withdraw from participating in the competition but cannot be replaced by a new member(s).
9. Entries submitted by or on behalf of a non-eligible person, non-registered person, graduate, charity or business, staff or external entity, will not be accepted and will become void.
10. The University reserves all rights to disqualify you if your conduct is contrary to the spirit or intention of the prize competition at its sole discretion.
11. Students acting individually or as a group agree to act ethically and abide by all local laws and regulations of the UAE and UK, as applicable.
12. Competition entries cannot be returned. 
13. Students will have to be in possession of their own, valid and physical student identification card (ID) and may be requested to bring it with them to the semi-final and final, respectively, for verification purposes.  
5. The prize and travel arrangements  
1. The prizes are outlined in condition 2 above. 
2. For the finalists from the Dubai campus, the University will provide and book the following travel support arrangements for attendance at the Grand Final in Birmingham (UK) for 2 individual finalists or group representatives. Please note: Where a group is a finalist, travel will only be provided for the group representative (1 person).
3. The University will choose and cover the cost of:
a. one economy return flight from Dubai (UAE) to Birmingham International Airport (UK) or similar
b. transfers to and from Birmingham International Airport to accommodation 
c. 2 nights single occupancy accommodation
d. The cost of a visa, if required, up to the value of £150.
4. Please note this is subject to availability and may change. The University may seek alternative routes, or alternative accommodation may be sought at the University’s discretion. No cash or cash equivalent alternative is available if you cannot travel for any reason. For example, if you are unwell, unable to travel or inadmissible to the Kingdom (UK) or other. The University is not responsible for cancellations or delays or any associated costs which may arise from travel related circumstances.
5. For Dubai campus student finalists, you will be responsible: 
1. For ensuring that you are fully available to travel to Birmingham (UK) from Dubai, during the full travel window, dates which are from 15th June to 18th June 2026, 
2. For holding a valid passport (in your possession), which must have an ‘expiry date’ at least 6 months after the date you arrive (16th December 2026)
3. Obtaining any necessary visas, Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) and travel documents for the travel dates specified, which will be confirmed if you are a finalist and dependant on the passport which you hold
4. Complying with all UK entry, documentation, visa, Customs and Immigration requirements and conditions. Please note, this may vary if you are a dual citizen, hold a passport of a different country or have visited certain countries previously
5. Complying with all applicable law and regulations whilst in the UK
6. For obtaining any appropriate travel insurance
7. Any additional expenses including but not limited to excess or oversized baggage, gifts or additional accommodation charges
8. Providing the University all required information, including accurate and correct passport details which will be required to make travel arrangements on your behalf. You agree to provide this information in a timely manner. Failure to do so may result in disqualification from the competition
9. Not bringing the University into disrepute.
Please note: finalists should not make independent travel arrangements or bookings.
6. For the bonus prizes specified in condition 2.6, prizes are subject to availability and awarded at the sole discretion of the University. There is no cash alternative for any bonus prize, and bonus prizes may be amended or withdrawn at the sole discretion of the University.  If you are awarded a bonus prize you will be informed via email by the University, and you may need to provide additional details (e.g. a residential address to which bonus prize items can be sent or bank account details). 
7. All prizes, including for the Grand Final winner’s prize, are not negotiable, exchangeable or transferable and will only be awarded to the specific named, eligible entrant. For groups, this will be the group representative.
8. In order to claim the Grand Final prize you must confirm your bank account to the University (via email to benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk) by no later than 17:00 (5PM) on 24th June 2026.  The nominated bank account must be in your personal name only and must not be a shared or join or business account.  The University shall not be responsible for paying any bank charges, or other fees, deductions, conversion fees or taxes which may be levied or payable in respect of payment of any Grand Final prize or cash prize, and no prize will be increased beyond the amount(s) specified in condition 2 above but may be below due to currency fluctuations or applicable relevant fees. 
6. Judging criteria
The competition entries during each stage of IEC will all be judged on the following criteria. These criteria are:
1. Innovation – How new, unique, efficient or impactful is your proposed idea. 
2. Commercial viability – How likely is it that your idea has the potential to be profitable as a business, with customers buying your product. 
3. Presentation – Have you included all of the mandatory content. 
Each criterion will be scored out of 10 marks each, with a total of 30 marks available. 
7. Winners 
1. The decision of the judges nominated by the University is final and no correspondence or discussion will be entered into. You agree to accept all decisions of the judges.
2. The University will contact each winner personally as soon as practical after the Announcement Date, using the email address provided with the competition entry.  
3. The University may publish or make available information that indicates that a valid award took place.  The University will publish the name of prize winners by 19th June 2026 (the "Announcement Date").  
4. By entering the competition, you agree to participate in reasonable publicity activities organised by the University if you are amongst the finalists or winner.
8. Claiming the prize 
1. The prize may not be claimed by a third party on your behalf. 
2. For a winning group, the prize will be provided to the group member, who originally submitted the entry in Stage 1, known as the group representative and their bank details will be requested. The prize will not be apportioned by the University in any way. If this group representative member has withdrawn from participating in the competition and the group continues and wins, the university will request the bank details of one of the remaining group members, to provide the award to.
3. The University will make all reasonable efforts to contact the winner. If the winner cannot be contacted or is not available or has not claimed their prize within ten (10) calendar days of the Announcement Date, the University reserves the right to offer the prize in whole or part to the other eligible entrant(s) selected by the judging panel. 
4. The University does not accept any responsibility if you are not able to take up the prize(s) for any reason.
9. Limitation of liability 
Insofar as is permitted by law, the University, its agents or distributors will not in any circumstances be responsible or liable to compensate the winner(s) or accept any liability for any loss, damage, personal injury or death occurring as a result of taking up the prize except where it is caused by the negligence of the University, its agents or distributors or that of their employees. Your statutory rights are not affected. 
10. Ownership of competition entries and intellectual property rights 
1. The University does not claim any rights of ownership in your competition entry. 
2. You agree that the University may, in its sole discretion, make your entry (including, without limitation, any pitch or video pitch you undertake in connection with the competition) available on its website and in any other media, whether now known or invented in the future, and in connection with any publicity of the competition and/or future competitions or activities run by the University.  You grant the University a non-exclusive, worldwide, irrevocable licence in perpetuity, for the full period of the intellectual property rights in the competition entry and any accompanying materials, to use, display, publish, transmit, copy, edit, alter, store, re-format and sub-licence the intellectual property rights in the competition entry and any accompanying materials for such purposes. 
3. You agree that you are not infringing on any Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) to the best of your knowledge, in part or whole by submitting your competition entry.
4. The University will not mediate or resolve any intellectual property disputes among Participants or third parties.
11. Severability  
1. If any provision of these Terms and Conditions of Entry or Competition rules or requirements are deemed to be illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, in whole or in part, then the affected rules or terms (or portion thereof) shall be deleted from these Terms and Conditions of Entry but the remaining Terms and Conditions of Entry or Competition rules shall continue in full force and effect.
12. Data protection and publicity 
1. The University will only process your personal information as set out in the University’s Privacy Notice(s) and Data Protection Policy (link here). See also condition 7 and condition 8, with regard to the announcement of winners. 
13. General 
1. If there is any reason to believe that there has been a breach of these terms and conditions, the University may, at its sole discretion, reserve the right to exclude you or any member(s) of your group, from participating in the competition at any time. 
2. The University reserves the right to hold, void, suspend, cancel, or amend the prize competition where it becomes necessary to do so, at any time, including (without limitation) due to circumstances beyond the University’s reasonable control. 
3. Where a student, acting individually or as a group representative submits multiple entries, only the first entry will be acknowledged. A student can only be part of either one individual submission or one group submission. Not both. Multiple entries by any student, named in a group, as a group representative or individual will be disregarded.
4. If you have any additional requirements or concerns regarding your participation in any in-person or remote aspect of the competition, please contact benterprising@contacts.bham.ac.uk.
5. A student may only represent the campus at which they are actively enrolled at or attending, for the full academic year 2025/2026. A student may only represent one campus in a year. A student, for example, who started studying in Dubai campus in year 1 and changed in year 2 to study at Edgbaston campus, who then returned to Dubai campus in year 3 would represent Edgbaston campus if applying to IEC 2026 in year 2. 
6. All dates, prizes and deadlines are subject to change at the sole discretion of the University without notice.
7. Edgbaston based students who enter the IEC 2026 and reach Stage 2: Semi-finals, are eligible to the fast-tracked onto Elevate, the University’s incubator programme. This means, Edgbaston students will automatically be offered an interview for Elevate cohort 6 which begins in September 2026. Separate terms, conditions and criteria apply. For more information, you can click here.
8. The University reserves the right to cancel or postpone the competition under any circumstances, at its sole discretion. You declare that all the information that you individually or as a group representative have provided (submitted) is true and correct. 
9. You agree that nothing in these Terms and Conditions is intended to, or shall be deemed to, establish any partnership or joint venture between You or your group and the University or any associated entities.
10. You declare that all the information that you have provided (submitted) individually or by a group representative, on behalf of a group, is true and correct. 
11. You also understand that any wilful dishonesty may lead to you or your group being disqualified.  
12. We reserve the right to update these Terms without notice.
13. These terms and conditions are governed by English law. If any entrants to this promotion wish to take court proceedings, then they must do this within the courts in England. 

