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Introduction
Central to the mission and vision of the University of Birmingham is the promotion of equality, diversity, and inclusion. On our founding in 1900, a core commitment was to accept women and people of all religious backgrounds as equal members of the University community. Today, the University of Birmingham has nearly 40,000 UK-based students with diverse backgrounds, identities, perspectives, and lived experiences. Understanding the composition of our student population helps us to create mechanisms to address inequalities and promote an inclusive campus culture for students.
This report shows the University of Birmingham’s student body as of the 1st of November 2025 in relation to the Equality Act 2010 protected characteristics. The University publishes this information annually on data collected which is related to age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. Students provide information on their protected characteristics at the start of each academic year and can update their data throughout their study via the student record system. The University does not collect or hold specific data for statistical analysis in relation to students who are married or in a civil partnership or are pregnant or on maternity leave. 
Data on each protected characteristic is shown by the level of study, unless the number of students disclosing a particular characteristic is equal to or less than 10 per category.
Notes on the data
The table below sets out the definition and disclosure rates for each protected characteristic. Within each protected characteristic, the University uses the descriptors provided by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) for students to select from.  
	Protected characteristic
	Equality Act 2010 definition 

	Age
	A person’s specific age and age group

	Disability
	A person who has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on the ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

	Gender reassignment
	A person is proposing to undergo, is undergoing, or has undergone a process (or part of a process) for the purpose of reassigning the person's sex by changing physiological or other attributes of sex.
The University asks students about their ‘gender identity’ and if this differs from their birth sex. This will include students who fall within the Equality Act 2010 definition of gender reassignment and students who do not.

	Race 
	A person’s colour, nationality and ethnic or national origins

	Religion or belief
	A person’s religion, philosophical belief or lack of religion or philosophical belief

	Sex
	A man or a woman of the same sex

	Sexual orientation
	A person’s orientation to people of the same sex, of the opposite sex or of either sex



Protected Characteristic: Age
The table below shows all students by age of entry and level of study.
	 
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Under 21
	24,186
	62.44%
	75
	0.19%
	N/A
	N/A

	21-24
	988
	2.55%
	5,273
	13.61%
	1,057
	2.73%

	25 and over
	323
	0.83%
	4,759
	12.29%
	2,074
	5.35%



The bar chart below shows all students by age of entry.	



Protected Characteristic: Disability
The table below shows all students by disability status and level of study.
	
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Learning difficulties
	1,304
	3.37%
	328
	0.85%
	125
	0.32%

	Long-standing illness
	641
	1.65%
	194
	0.50%
	86
	0.22%

	Mental health difficulties
	1,344
	3.47%
	262
	0.68%
	106
	0.27%

	Physical disabilities
	63
	0.16%
	29
	0.07%
	15
	0.04%

	Sensory disabilities
	159
	0.41%
	44
	0.11%
	28
	0.07%

	Social impairments
	686
	1.77%
	165
	0.43%
	126
	0.33%

	Other disabilities
	378
	0.98%
	72
	0.19%
	33
	0.09%

	Information not provided
	283
	0.73%
	185
	0.48%
	34
	0.09%

	No known disability
	20,639
	53.28%
	8,828
	22.79%
	2,580
	6.66%



The bar chart below shows all students by disability status. 


Protected Characteristic: Gender Reassignment
The table below shows all students by gender identity and level of study.
	
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	[bookmark: _Hlk143179292]Cisgender
	24,912
	64.31%
	9,761
	25.20%
	3,008
	7.77%

	Gender identity differs from assigned sex at birth
	268
	0.69%
	65
	0.17%
	44
	0.11%

	Prefer not to say
	316
	0.82%
	281
	0.73%
	81
	0.21%



The bar chart below shows all students by gender identity.

The University does not collect or hold specific data in relation to students who have undergone a gender reassignment process, as defined by the Equality Act 2010 under the protected characteristic of “gender reassignment”. We do hold data on students’ “gender identity”. This will include students who fall within the Equality Act protected characteristic of “gender reassignment” and students who do not. 


Protected Characteristic: Race
The table below shows all students by race and level of study.
	
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Asian or Asian British - Bangladeshi
	618
	1.60%
	131
	0.34%
	21
	0.05%

	Asian or Asian British - Indian
	2,625
	6.78%
	1,131
	2.92%
	196
	0.51%

	Asian or Asian British - Pakistani
	1,697
	4.38%
	355
	0.92%
	73
	0.19%

	Chinese
	3,205
	8.27%
	3,324
	8.58%
	517
	1.33%

	Other Asian background
	1,088
	2.81%
	465
	1.20%
	184
	0.47%

	Black or Black British - African
	1,939
	5.01%
	468
	1.21%
	131
	0.34%

	Black or Black British - Caribbean
	260
	0.67%
	101
	0.26%
	18
	0.05%

	Other Black background
	118
	0.30%
	54
	0.14%
	11
	0.03%

	Mixed
	1,364
	3.52%
	283
	0.73%
	129
	0.33%

	White
	11,046
	28.52%
	3,294
	8.50%
	1,541
	3.98%

	Other Ethnicity
	871
	2.25%
	348
	0.90%
	245
	0.63%

	Unknown Ethnicity
	666
	1.72%
	153
	0.39%
	67
	0.17%










The bar chart below shows all students by race.



Protected Characteristic: Religion or Belief
The table below shows all students by religion or belief and level of study. 
	
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Bahai
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Buddhist
	288
	0.74%
	109
	0.28%
	45
	0.12%

	Christian
	4,998
	12.90%
	1,868
	4.82%
	623
	1.61%

	Hindu
	997
	2.57%
	588
	1.52%
	112
	0.29%

	Jain
	35
	0.09%
	11
	0.03%
	N/A
	N/A

	Jewish
	344
	0.89%
	15
	0.04%
	18
	0.05%

	Muslim
	4,195
	10.83%
	1,137
	2.94%
	431
	1.11%

	Sikh
	1,008
	2.60%
	142
	0.37%
	42
	0.11%

	Spiritual
	150
	0.39%
	98
	0.25%
	37
	0.10%

	Any other religion or belief
	153
	0.39%
	84
	0.22%
	36
	0.09%

	No religion
	11,761
	30.36%
	5,264
	13.59%
	1,563
	4.03%

	No data
	N/A
	N/A
	24
	0.06%
	N/A
	N/A

	I prefer not to say
	1,566
	4.04
	766
	1.98%
	226
	0.58%













The bar chart below shows all students religion or belief.



Protected Characteristic: Sex
The table below shows all students by sex and level of study.
	 
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Female
	14,523
	37.49%
	5,908
	15.25%
	1,709
	4.41%

	Male
	10,936
	28.23%
	4,196
	10.83%
	1,414
	3.65%

	Other
	38
	0.10%
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



The bar chart below shows all students by sex.



Protected Characteristic: Sexual Orientation
The table below shows all students by sexual orientation and level of study.
	 
	Undergraduate
	Postgraduate Taught
	Postgraduate Research

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Asexual
	302
	0.78%
	47
	0.12%
	17
	0.04%

	Bisexual
	1,353
	3.49%
	373
	0.96%
	229
	0.59%

	Gay man
	204
	0.53%
	103
	0.27%
	50
	0.13%

	Gay woman/lesbian
	296
	0.76%
	117
	0.30%
	53
	0.14%

	Heterosexual
	20,292
	52.38%
	7,900
	20.39%
	2,287
	5.90%

	Queer
	241
	0.62%
	19
	0.05%
	15
	0.04%

	Other
	196
	0.51%
	92
	0.24%
	45
	0.12%

	No data
	43
	0.11%
	25
	0.06%
	N/A
	N/A

	Prefer not to say
	2,570
	6.63%
	1,431
	3.69%
	437
	1.13%



The bar chart below shows all students by sexual orientation. 

[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

Under 21	21-24	25 and over	62.635206649972893	18.891499083563517	18.473294266463586	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

No known disability	Learning difficulties	Mental health difficulties	Social impairments	Long-standing illness	Information refused	Other disabilities	Sensory disabilities	Physical disabilities	82.729689960502881	4.5357152076825775	4.4195472029325966	2.5221364586829127	2.3775718305496039	1.2959186307664505	1.2468699176497922	0.59632909104990062	0.27622170018328729	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

Cisgender	Prefer not to say/Unknown 	Gender identity differs from assigned sex at birth	97.276435357290367	1.7503097893432467	0.97325485336637751	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

White	Chinese	Asian or Asian British - Indian	Black or Black British - African	Asian or Asian British - Pakistani	Mixed	Other Asian background	Other Ethnicity	Unknown Ethnicity	Asian or Asian British - Bangladeshi	Black or Black British - Caribbean	Other Black background	40.996979631876499	18.1893280326303	10.202132328264966	6.5518754678989088	5.4857113354157523	4.5847639207992357	4.484084983349252	3.7793324211993697	2.2872189379662853	1.9877636368330021	0.97839275111650359	0.47241655264992122	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

No Religion	Christian	Muslim	I prefer not to say	Hindu	Sikh	Buddhist	Jewish	Spiritual	Any other religion or belief	Jain	No data	Bahai	47.985130495391999	19.332937501613443	14.877249141647521	6.6035056922322326	4.3808245346826036	3.0771613702661536	1.1410279577664766	0.97322972868317115	0.73573069674987734	0.70475256214988258	0.11874951596664687	6.7119291633322142E-2	2.5815112166662365E-3	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

Female	Male	Other	57.154658336990479	42.713684590959545	0.13165707204997806	


[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

Heterosexual	I prefer not to say	Bisexual	Gay woman/lesbian	Asexual	Gay man	Other	Queer	No data	78.681880372770195	11.456746779564757	5.0468544285824919	1.2029842269664661	0.94483310529984255	0.92159950434984639	0.85964323514985674	0.70991558458321502	0.17554276273330408	


